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REMARKS 

/. Rejections Under 35 USC 102 over Still 

Claims 1-5, 9, 1 1, and 12 were rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by Still. 
In the rejection it is stated that Still discloses "that the knife assembly has a home position where 
the leading point of the blade is directly above an insertion point and the distance between the 
first lateral edge 1 8 and the insertion point 92 is less or equal to the length of the trailing edge 
(Fig. 23)." It is submitted that this is not the case because in Still the insertion point, and 
therefore the home position, is at the center of the ply stock and the distance between the first 
lateral edge and the insertion point is one half the width of the ply stock. In no way is the 
"distance between the first lateral edge and the insertion point less or equal to the length of the 
trailing edge (122 and 124)." This difference is directed to the novel concept of the present 
invention shown clearly in Fig. 5 where the ply edge 18 is back cut by the trailing edge 62 of the 
knife assembly blade and then the knife assembly is traversed with the leading edge 58 of the 
blade cutting the remainder of the ply (S). In Still there is no back cutting of the edge of the ply 
stock from the insertion point to said first lateral edge with said trailing edge of said blade" or 
traversing said knife assembly -- to cut said ply stock (S) from said insertion point to said second 
lateral edge with said leading edge of said blade to provide severance of said ply stock (S) from 
said first lateral edge 18 to said second lateral edge 22. Still follows the same cutting procedure 
set forth in the "Background art" on page 1, lines 7-12, of this application where it is stated 
"Different apparatus and methods have been utilized in order to provide cut - to - length sections 
of ply stock used for building tires. In U. S. Patent Nos. 3,429,490 and 3,641,855 apparatuses 
which utilize plunging knives are disclosed. In these apparatuses a pair of knives is used to 
transpierce the ply stock at the center of the ply. Then each knife is moved to an opposite lateral 
edge of the ply stock. The cuts are made from the center outward in order to avoid crushing the 
lateral edges of the ply stock. A disadvantage of these apparatuses is that two knives must cut 
between the same pair of adjacent cords. 

In U. S. Patent No. 3,789,712 a single knife blade is used. The blade is moved into a first 
edge of the ply which is lifted from the conveyor up against a stock support and held there by the 
oblique cutting edge while the knife blade makes its cutting stroke. This is an attempt to cut the 
ply without plunging the knife or using two cutters. A disadvantage to this type of cutter is that 
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the lateral edge of the ply stock is subjected to an inwardly directed cut and damage to the edge 
may occur." 

In Still, column 12, line 61, to column 13, line 6, a typical cutting operation is described as 
follows: "knife 49 is displaced to the center of ply material 12 and caused to plunge through the 
ply material 12 between adjacent cords 91 within the ply material 12. The knife is then caused to 
be displaced through the ply material to the forward position past the edge of the ply material, 
thereby causing the ply material to be partially cut. The knife 49 is then raised clear of the ply 
material 12 and again transported to the center of the ply material 12 and again caused to plunge 
through the ply material 12 and subsequently the knife is transported through the ply material 12 
to the home position thereby causing a complete severing of the leading edge of the ply material 
12 from the trailing edge thereof." This positioning of the knife is illustrated in Figs. 3 A, 3B, 
4A, 4B, 5A, 5B, 6A, 6B, 7A, 7B, 8A, 8B, 9A, 9B, 10A and 10B, all of which show the knife 49 
spaced from the edge of the ply. Also, in column 12, lines 3 and 5, means for causing the knife 
assembly 46 to be transported to the center of the ply material 12 and means causing the knife to 
be plunged into the material are described. 

In Still the insertion point, and therefore the home position, is at the center of the ply stock 
and the distance between the first lateral edge of the ply and the insertion point is one-half the 
width of the ply stock. In no way is the "distance [D] between the first lateral edge and the 
insertion point less than or equal to the length [L] of the trailing edge" as set forth in claim 1. 
This difference is directed to the novel concept of the present invention shown in Fig. 5 where 
the ply edge 18 is cut by the trailing edge 62 of the knife assembly blade, and then the knife 
assembly is traversed with the leading edge 92 of the blade cutting the ply (S). 

For the above reasons it is submitted that claim 1 sets forth a novel method of cutting ply 
stock not anticipated by the prior art. Accordingly reconsideration of claim 1 and allowance is 
respectfully requested. 

Claims 2, 3, 4, and 5 which are dependent upon claim 1 are believed to be allowable for 
substantially the same reasons set forth above and reconsideration and allowance is respectfully 
requested. 
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Claim 9 is directed to the cutting apparatus for cutting the ply stock and sets forth the unique 
construction of the knife assembly wherein the blade has "a cutting portion including a leading 
point, a leading edge, and a trailing edge" with the trailing edge having an associated length (L) 
so that the distance between the first lateral edge and the insertion point is less or equal to the 
associated length of the trailing edge. The knife assembly has a home position wherein the 
leading point of the blade is directly above an insertion point of the associated ply stock and the 
distance between the first lateral edge of said associated stock and the insertion point is less than 
or equal to the associated length of the trailing edge. No such construction is shown or taught in 
or by Still where the home position is at the center of the ply where the blade is inserted. Claim 
9 is believed to be allowable for this reason and reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

Claims 10 and 1 1 are dependent upon claim 9 and believed to be allowable for substantially 
the same reasons as those set forth above for claim 9. 
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CONCLUSION 


This case is now believed to be in condition for allowance and such action is respectfully 
requested. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the required fee 
or to credit any overpayment to deposit account 07-1725. 


Respectfully submitted, 
BROUSE MCDOWELL 
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